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“Young people have a place and a voice In

all aspects of church and communion life,

Including decision making and leadership.”
LWF Strategy 2012-2017/

L IVINng
Reformation
Drojects

LWF Youth Priorities
2011-201/

Sustainability | Society, economy and the
environment

LWF Youth promote practices and policies for today
that do not compromise the capacity of future
generations to meet their needs.
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“We want to see the ongoing reformation as the

participation of the youth in the church and the The way forward

learning about Lutheran identity during the The participation of youth in the church and the
Reformation year.” education about Lutheran identity during the

for prosperity: none of these are for sale. We declare in a

Youth participation
and leadership

Youth in decision-making Th LW F G I b I
The LWF commits to 20% youth below the age of 30 e o a

in each decision making body. Youth delegates are

prepared for their responsibilities in strategic You ng Reform e rs
meetings with young council members, with youth

delegates to the LWF Assembly, or in regional ) ) N etwork

leadership consultations. CI I m ate J u St I Ce

Survey of youth participation and leadership

in LWF member churches Ad Voca Cy

According to the answers of 80 LWF member

Evangelical Church of the
Augsburg Confession in Poland

“Who are we? What'’s our vocation?”

Church of Norway
Awareness Raising and
Empowering Youth

Agents of ongoing reformation

The Global Young Reformers Network is a program
of The Lutheran World Federation created by youth
and for youth. We are active, creative Lutheran
youth who identify with their own churches and

Global Young Reformers:
Arkadiusz Raszka and Dorota Fenger
Implementation period: Oct. 2015 to Dec. 2016

Global Young Reformers:
Andreas A. Fosby and Ingvild B. Lalim

Gender Justice

From 2011 to 2017, the LWF closely followed the
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organisations. “Freed by God’s love- to change the world.” Strengthening Lutheran identity and showing the donations and offerings. “I would like to see more participation and

qualitative approach to increasing the participation of
young people in the life and decision making of
churches, through the “Pathway to participation”.

Intergenerational Sharing

The LWF communion is like a big family—it gathers
different generations. We believe that working
together across generations is valuable in shaping the
future of the communion. We therefore developed a
methodology for intergenerational dialogue and
implemented it at the 2013 LWF Council meeting
with a session on “Envisioning a sustainable LWF.”
This toolkit can help improve the dialogue between
different generations at the church level, too.

Tip: Download the Intergenerational toolkit in your
language and try it in your own church!

“Youth who made the LWF communion”

After 70 years of the LWF, we see that the
communion of churches is full of the stories and
testimonies of those who were impacted by the LWF
at early age and who made an impact on the
communion and their churches as young persons.
The 2017 publication gathers testimonies from all ’Youth who made
regions and decades to underline the diversity of E:'L?“II'#&?;%"
youths engagement and the importance for

intergenerational dialogue.

Do you want to get involved with LW
Connect with other Lutheran youth on Faceboo

Tip: See this video on how it all started

2015 - A key year for climate justice advocacy
In June 2015 , the LWF council adopted the
“Public statement - Advocacy and Action for
Climate Justice” with specific advocacy tasks
for political leaders and member churches and
the historic decision to “not invest in fossil
fuels” anymore.

Tip: Curious to know more?
See our LWF Press release

In December 2015, the LWF delegation was present
at the historic COP21 in Paris and delivered

meaningful and effective message. The advocacy St

work was completed by regular climate advocacy
trainings, climate project support, and network
building for young people.

2014: Connecting online

All 145 LWF member churches were asked to
endorse active youth - this has resulted in a
network of 160 young reformer delegates from 94
Lutheran churches worldwide. To got to know each
other, they engaged in social networks, Skype
meetings, monthly webinars, and other forms.

2015: Regional meetings and

the “Workshop Wittenberg”

Regional networks were developed by the young
reformers of Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean

and Africa. All young reformers met for a first time in

their region and then joined the respective regional
leadership conferences in Taiwan, Marangu,

Trondheim, El Paz and Chicago. From 22 August to 4

September 2015, the “Workshop Wittenberg”
brought together 140 young reformers from 80 LWF
member churches in 60 countries.

2016: Living the ongoing reformation

The “Living Reformation projects” are youth-led
projects that were launched on Reformation Day
2015 and implemented within one or two years at
the local church level. They follow the Reformation
themes "Salvation-not for sale”, "Human beings- not
for sale," and "Creation-not for sale.” All young
reformers regularly connect and discuss online so
that everyone can learn in a cross-regional and
cross-cultural way.

Tip: Read about the Living Reformation projects
around the world

The LWF Global

participation through improved methods of
communication, interaction, and decision-making.

Do you want to get involved with LWF Youth?

Young Reformers Connect with other Lutheran youth on Facebook

Network

2017: Harvesting of ideas and discussing
the way forward

Lutheran reformation today is an ongoing global
effort that is ecumenically held accountable. All

Follow “LWFyouth” on Twitter and Instagramn

— (Check out the LWF Youth You lTube channel

anniversary locally- and young reformers are a
vital part of this. The project results and main

ideas will be presented globally at the LWF

Exhibition of Reformation in Germany.

Twelfth Assembly in Namibia and at the World . - COntaCt :/]e _WF YOUth Secre:a ry On FaC@bOOk

- Blog tfor LWF Youth

— Become a volunteer translator and help us

make LWFE Youth materials available in |a

nguages

other than English, German, Spanish anc

French.

people participated

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Reclaiming, Reviving, Rethinking,
Renewing Faith for Millennials

Global Young Reformers:
Christine Shander and Nicole Newman
Implementation period: Aug. 2016 to Oct. 2018

Facts
Project holders 2
People directly involved in the project 18
People reached 4600+ (Social media)
Age groups 18-30
Project activity 1 meeting
+ monthly activities on social media
Website elcayoungreformers.org

facebook.com/ELCAYoungReformers

“As we lift up youth and young adult voices, we are
learning to listen to one another's experiences and
stories, across synods, generations and continents.”

The problem at hand

We are realizing that there are more youth/young
adults in the church than we often notice. We are
also asking important, reformation-inspired
questions about the way our faith is perceived in
society and media, and how that may differ from
our experience, understanding and proclamation of
faith. What needs to be reclaimed? What needs
rethinking? How can we be faithful to the cross,
Gospel, grace -- and our baptismal promises? How
can we be faithful to the call to love our neighbor?
Where do we long to experience resurrection?

What we aimed at
Accompanying young adults as they deepen in

Christine, ELCA Young Reformer

faith, discover their identity, uncover their vocation,
and develop as servant leaders who do justice in
the world.

Testimony

“Though I may be the only young adult in a
congregation every Sunday, the experience in New
Orleans was a needed spark that reminded me
there are still young people who have hope in the
Church. In 2017, it is important to continue having
conversations on what we are thankful and not

thankful for in the church, so that we can apply our

experiences to the constantly reforming church.”

The way forward

We wish to continue this leadership development.
As this group deepens in their own faith and
understating of critical issues facing our church,
we will use a “train the trainer” model to prepare
them to engage not only other young adults, but
also their synods through synod assemblies and
the broader ELCA. We are working on a digital
(email/web-based) devotional for Easter through
Pentecost that will feature young adult reflections
to be shared with multiple generations in our
church. We are developing a website (and social
media platform) geared towards uniting and
empowering young adults in the church. We hope
to create more videos of the pictures, questions,
and answers submitted by participants.

Jon Bates (participant at the ELCA Grace Gathering in New Orleans, August 2016)

presence of young Lutherans in Polish society.
Martin Luther was moved by the Word of God
written in the Scriptures, and then he began the
Reformation. His main goal was to show people
God'’s grace and love. We want to give youth a
chance to meet with Martin Luther’s discovery, and
to give them space to show God's love to one
another.

For this we aimed
- to prepare material which consists of 3 lesson
units for youth meetings;

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia

Lutheran Identity Book
with activities for young people

Global Young Reformers:
Marian Coy and Liria Suarez Preciado
Implementation period: October 2015 (ongoing)

Facts

Project holders 2

People directly involved in the project 27

People reached 90

Age groups 18-30
30+

Project activity Weekly

“We would like to live the reformation through
peace and reconciliation in Colombia...”

Marian Coy and Liria Preciado, Young Reformers Colombia

What we aimed at
The goal was to write a book that can be a tool for
youth to learn about Lutheranism and to grow in
the Lutheran community. We wanted to write a
book with four chapters (Only by faith, Only by
grace, Only by scripture, Only by Christ) composed
of four sub-themes (doctrinal, ecumenical,
environmental and political).

The way forward

This was our first Poland-wide national project and
we are very thankful to God that He blessed us
with such an interest from young people in
showing their faith by serving others. We need to
inspire other youth by showing our faith in action
through the diaconal work in our communities.
Youth need to learn more about the Lutheran
church and its identity. We hope to continue
serving our brothers and sisters in our communities
in the future.

What we have achieved

- Publication of the book and virtual material

- Implementation of 29 virtual workshops about
the different themes

- Virtual trainings for youth and church leaders of
every parish in the Lutheran church in Colombia.

The way forward

We must continue working on this project and
improving the material for further development.
Launching the book is a concrete way of fulfilling
our call to serve the church. We would like to
extend the book with material on the different
church vocations and professions in order to learn
about our church members and our communities.
The continuation of the project will be done in
conjunction with the church members, leaders,
and youth. We hope to continue with the support
of our church.

What we aimed at
To explore what it means to be a Lutheran today in The way forward
a global and pluralistic context, and how to be a The project was a success, and exceeded what we

part of a global Christian family. We want to thought would be possible. Some of the great

empower the Lutheran youth in Norway, to give outcomes of our project include being referred to

them a voice and some basic knowledge of what is in our general synod, making national media

happening to our sisters and brothers all over the coverage, and producing a series of films. We are

world. In this way, we hope to give them the tools sure that the fruits of our labor will continue in the

to speak up against injustice and to inspire others future.

to take action. The inspiration and the resolutions will continue,

and the youth synod will keep advocating for

What we have achieved reforms in our church.

- We presented the project at several meetings: We recommend our church to continue working to
— Church of Norway’s general church synod in empower youth voices, so that they can be heard

2016 in all of the church decision-making processes.

- Meetings with youth decision makers, the
Norwegian LWF national committee, and

#youngreformers

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia
Lutheran Doctrine

Global Young Reformers:

Rev. Lyauvika Nashuuta and

Rev. Filimon Nampadhi

Implementation period: November 2015 (ongoing)

Facts
Project holders 2
People directly involved in the project 6
People reached 3000
Age groups 10-18
18-30
30+
Project activity Monthly

"I never knew where we came from, but now | know
and | know better what is expected from me.”

Participant at the Lutheran doctrine worksho

What we aimed at

To teach the Namibian youth about Lutheran
doctrine and to learn the differences between
different Christian denominations.

What we have achieved

- We have visited different Lutheran parishes
across Namibia

- We facilitated seminars and gave educational

presence of the youth in my church...” The way forward
Yejin Lee, Young Reformer, Korea For my church, we will continue discussions about
the roles of women and youth members and also
What we aimed at consider our church's role in the community. Youth
Organizing a camp program for the whole youth need to have an increased presence in our church,
group in the Korean Lutheran church and preparing and the church needs to engage them in decision
discussions on subjects such as gender equality making.

and Lutheran identity.

speeches about Lutheran identity within the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia

- The project has merged with the Office of Youth
League in the church, so that every workshop
could be linked with our Lutheran doctrine
project

- The project reached 70% of youth in the
Lutheran church in Namibia

- More parish church youth leaders can now teach
the differences between Lutheranism and other
Christian denominations.

GLOBAL
YOUNG
REFORMERS
NETWORK

P
The way forward
For the project, it was very important to focus on
the teaching of Lutheran doctrine. The LWF
Twelfth Assembly in 2017 will be celebrated in
Namibia, and our churches and especially the
youth should be prepared to receive and
understand this historic event.
We want to continue with this project to spread the
teaching of Luther and to support the global
communion in Namibia.




